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Extreme Weather Event Summary

• Event ‘Name’: Southern Tasmania Extreme Weather Event 

• (STEWE)

• Event date: 10 and 11 May 2018

• LGAs affected: Clarence, Derwent Valley, Glenorchy, Hobart, Huon 
Valley, Kingborough.

• Thunderstorm - Thursday 10 May into Friday 11 May 2018. 

• Atmospheric River



THE STORM



Event Summary - Weather

http://www.theweatherchaser.com/radar-loop/IDR763-hobart-mt-koonya/2018-05-
10-00/2018-05-11-15

Radar derived rainfall:  
24 hour rainfall to 9am 

11 May

http://www.theweatherchaser.com/radar-loop/IDR763-hobart-mt-koonya/2018-05-10-00/2018-05-11-15
http://www.theweatherchaser.com/radar-loop/IDR763-hobart-mt-koonya/2018-05-10-00/2018-05-11-15


HOBART’S CATCHMENTS



HOBART RIVULET



OTHER WATER COURSES



ROAD DAMAGE



COUNCIL BUILDING DAMAGE



STORMWATER ASSETS DAMAGE



PARKS / BUSHLAND DAMAGE



PRIVATE PROPERTY DAMAGE

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjoqsmqtZjbAhUIObwKHcIxCA0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-05-12/hobart-flooding-clean-up-worst-storm-in-decades/9753434&psig=AOvVaw0WLjBwp5rc1TLZtPS_GzME&ust=1527047044309691


THE GOOD NEWS
• Lessons learnt from previous floods in 1960

• Hobart’s CBD was kept safe

• Good work by Council crews / EM Plan kicked in

• Hobart Rivulet under the CBD – no damage

• No one died or was injured.



EMERGENCY RESPONSE



CLEAN UP & MAKING SAFE

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiHytvltJjbAhXFwbwKHWRkB7QQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/tasmania-wakes-to-flooding-outages-in-extreme-weather-event/news-story/4e2422e69a7abb36dbf5ce5f4762f439&psig=AOvVaw0WLjBwp5rc1TLZtPS_GzME&ust=1527047044309691


INITIAL REPAIRS



IMPACT ASSESSMENT



FINANCIAL IMPACTS

• City of Hobart - $20M

• Reimbursement Federal Governments

• Natural Disaster Relief & Recovery

• 850 private commercial claims

• 8,300 private domestic claims

• $100M in total



SOCIAL IMPACTS

• Communities isolated

• Personal losses

• Damage to community facilities

• Loss of power

• Businesses affected

• Residents still not back in their homes

• DPAC lead agent



COST RECOVERY

• Insured Assets
• NDRRA - Essential assets
• Non-essential assets
• Grey areas
• Community Recovery Grant

• Resilience projects
• Flood modelling



Group workshop

• Share learnings and observations in a 
positive and ‘non-blaming’ environment.

• Celebrate things that were done well.

• Identify opportunities for improvement.

• Capture and assign actions that need to be 
implemented immediately.

REVIEW OF THE EVENT





OBSERVATIONS

• The Emergency Management structure was put in 
place

• Timing of the event reduced the potential 
consequences.

• Evacuation Centre
• Council was very effective in getting things ‘back to 

normal’ as quickly as possible.



LEARNINGS

• Resilient and robust communication and physical 
support systems.

• ‘Whole of organisation’ pre-established and 
robust processes

• Pre-establishment of accounting systems and cost 
codes.

• ‘Whole of organisation’ customer request system.
• Emergency management plans to interact with 

our business continuity plans.
• Single person dependency
• Climate change.



IMPROVEMENTS

• Emergency Management Working Group has 
undertaken a number of procedural and system 
improvements.
• Greater preparedness in establishing the 

emergency management organisation.
• Physical preparedness of our operation, 

coordination and recovery centres
• New procedures.
• Review of Evacuation and Recovery Centres
• Continued training
• Regular exercises.



WHERE TO FROM HERE?

• Implement Recommendations

• Ongoing Repairs

• Flood modelling 

• Benefit / Cost Analysis

• Mitigation Works

• Do Nothing 



THANK YOU


