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Changing the Focus

• Liveability

• Policy and Planning Framework

• Whittlesea’s Context

• Missing Pathway Links Project

• Equity-focused Health Impact Assessment

• Equity Focused Assessment Results

• Case Study: Sustainable Shared Path Delivery
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Melbourne: The Liveable City



‘Liveable, walkable neighbourhoods can improve public health, and can 
increase environmental, economic and social sustainability.’
Centre for Urban Research RMIT University, 2017

Why is “Liveability” Important?



What Makes a Liveable City?
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Policy and Planning Framework
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Whittlesea’s Context

Donnybrook
2019:             434
2040:        55,761
Change:   55,327

Epping North
2019:       35,142
2040:       57,115
Change:   21,973

Established Area 
Growth

2019:     133,528
2040:     156,190
Change:   22,662

Wollert
2019:            753
2040:       35,346
Change:   34,593

Mernda / Doreen
2019:     52,601
2040:     62,014
Change:   9,413

Total
2019:      222,458
2040:      366,426
Change:  143,968

7



Problem Statement



Missing Pathway Links Program



Principles of Equity

In the first image, it is 
assumed that everyone 
will benefit from the 
same supports. They are 
being treated equally.

In the second image, 
individuals are given 
different supports to 
make it possible for them 
to have equal access to 
the game. They are being 
treated equitably.

In the third image, all 
three can see the game 
without any supports or 
accommodations 
because the cause of the 
inequity was addressed. 
The systemic barrier has 
been removed. 10



EfHIA Methodology

Screening

Scoping

Identification

Assessment

Recommendations and Reporting

Monitoring and Evaluation

Baseline Reporting

Impact Analysis

Establish Priority Impacts

Recommendations Developed

Data Collection
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Equity Assessment Findings

• Impacts vulnerable groups more than others

• Access plays a role in improving social isolation, low 
rates of physical activity and perceptions of safety



Case Study: Sustainable Shared Path
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Yan Yean Pipe Track Share Path



Technical Details

• Footpath needs to be closed for 24 
hours for rubber curing

• Minimum density of 800kg/m3

• Available in a multitude of colours 
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Conclusion

• Walkability is important for “Liveability” outcomes

• Whittlesea’s Missing Pathway Links Program aims to 
increase walkability associated with out of sequence 
development via a prioritisation methodology

• Engineers (with the help of our Health Team and 
VicHealth) applied an equity assessment to further 
improve the programs prioritisation

• Sustainable path design and delivery has provided 
additional benefits for the project and community
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Thank you
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